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Reasons for Allowance 
Claims 2-5, 7-15, and 17-28 are allowable over the prior art of record. 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the best prior art of 
record, Nunomiya et al., taken alone or in combination of other references, does not teach or 
fairly suggest an input buffer circuit comprising, among other things, a third differential 
amplifier circuit having a first input coupled to the first differential input terminal and a second 
input coupled to the second differential input terminal, the third differential amplifier circuit 
being configured to generate the first logic level signal at the output node when the differential 
input is provided in accordance with the first digital I/O standard and the common mode 
component of the input signals is in a second portion of the input operating range (claim 1); a 
second current mirror circuit having a first terminal coupled to the second terminal of the second 
input transistor and a second terminal coupled to a complementary output node, wherein the 
current at the first and second terminals of the second current mirror circuit are proportional to 
one~anotheF"(claim 7);~and a third differential amplifier circuit receiving the differential input 
signal between a first input and a second input thereof, the third differential amplifier circuit 
being enabled in the first input buffer mode to generate the first logic level signal at the output 
node when the differential input signal is provided in accordance with the first digital I/O 
standard (claim 17), as set forth in the claims. 
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